Ellen Lambert Murphy Memorial Community Center

Annual Report FY 2009-2010

The E.L.M.M. Community Center would like to express its gratitude and appreciation to our voters and taxpayers for generously subsidizing youth recreation and to the hundreds of adult mentors for volunteering their time to support the children of Winchester and Ashuelot.  

Summer Camp 2009 hosted 58 youth in grades K-8th in another action-packed, fun filled six weeks of summer activity. Kid’s Club, supervised by Trudy Lawrence and supported by a wonderful staff of seven adults, coordinated six individual and unique theme weeks for 36 youth in grades K-4th. Each theme week ending in a complementing field trip, offering an explosive end to each week’s fun. Field trips included the Southwick Zoo, the Vermont Institute of Natural Science, Look Park, Boston’s Museum of Science, New England Aquarium and Salisbury State Reservation. The Adventure Crew, led by Nick Raymond, was a summer camp experience specifically designed for the older, more adventurous 5th-8th graders. In addition to the inclusive field trips offered to the K-4th graders, 22 active boys and girls explored the physical challenges of a zip line, white water rafting, rock climbing, hiking and bike riding. For many, these were first time experiences that they will remember forever.   Many thanks to Winchester’s Highway Department, Winchester’s Fire Department, Lawrence Excavating, Pastor Dennis DeLine, the Thayer Library and Winchester’s ACCESS program. Your contribution and support made this summer camp complete.

During the weeks of  2010 winter and spring vacation, 21 of Winchester and Ashuelot’s community leaders made up of parents, grandparents, librarians, board members, VISTA’s, school teachers and Scout leaders volunteered to chaperon 78 girls and boys in a variety of activities and field trips. Youth participation in the “February Fun Week” and “April Around the World” continue to grow as the hours of organized activity support the working parents of Winchester and Ashuelot. 

In 2009-2010, the E.L.M.M. Community Center sponsored a variety of athletic opportunities for children and adults of all ages.  Soccer, 61 youth in grades K-6th and 10 adult coach mentors; Baseball, 45 youth in grades K-6th supported by nearly 20 adult mentors fulfilling the roles of an umpire, a coach, assistant coach or team parent; 12 youth in grades K-5th and 4 adult mentors participated in a 12 week youth bowling league; 3 adult basketball enthusiasts hosted a 12 week indoor winter basketball skills course for 32 youth in grades 1st-6th; while nearly 40 youth in grades 9th and above challenged themselves and their adult teammates in a six week summer basketball and summer volleyball program. 

Adult programming varies from year to year with exception of the T’ai Chi class.  Adult T’ai Chi participants meet weekly to practice the methods and forms learned and now shared by Carol Poole.  Bowling continues to be apart of Winchester’s heritage. The E.L.M.M. Community Center’s candlepin bowling center sponsors 4 adult bowling week-night bowling leagues.  In the spirit of our founding father, these two programs are offered for as little cost as possible for the residents of Winchester and Ashuelot. 

The E.L.M.M. Community Center is proud to support three new local organizations; WGYB, a parent led coalition aimed at reducing underage drinking and substance abuse, meets bi monthly and call the Community Center home; Cheshire County Fish & Game reopened the old doors of the “rifle range”, program offerings range from children to adults; The Gathering Net, founded by Alison Jacobs, is a not for profit program offering extended educational services to residents of all ages. In addition, the E.L.M.M. Community Center continues to provide space free of charge to the Girls Scouts of America, Boy Scouts of America, SWCS Woman, Infants and Children’s program, SWCS Commodity Foods, HCS Senior Foot and Blood Pressure Clinics, HCS Age In Motion Exercise Class, Winchester’s Senior Luncheon and the American Red Cross.

"I hereby dedicate these grounds these buildings to the encouragement of the eternally glorious arts of design, of music, of drama and of the practical handicraft; to the fostering of community ideals and community action; to the development of wholesome sports and recreation; to the dissemination of a spirit of neighborliness, of tolerance in opinions, of civil enterprise and good citizenship". ~ Gov. Francis Parnell Murphy 1938
Respectfully submitted,

Danielle Borges

